THOUGHTS AND FANCIES
reflect that, though in office, they have never
yet been in power. I say, secondly, that these
assumed moderate leaders will not be their own
masters. The crisis of 1931 showed that a
Socialist Government cannot live without the
approval of the Trade Union Council, and it is
clear that the members of that body have learnt
nothing from their then experience. And I say,
thirdly, that nothing in English history since,
let us say, 1688, gives us any assurance as to
what may happen in a wholly new period of
violent revolt against constitutional checks and
against any delay in the unscrupulous attain-
ment of coveted power.
Whoever prophesied, who could have pro-
phesied, the suppression of popular government
in half Europe ? The wise men of last century
(with rare exceptions like Carlyle) wrote as if
the spread of democracy was equally desirable
and certain. Mr. Grote, the historian of Greece,
could describe the successive ages of the " tyrants/'
the oligarchs, and the democrats, and could
complacently point the moral for his own time ;
and, in spite of a case like Prussia, the analogy
for a long time seemed to hold. Indeed, as late
as 1917, the collapse of the Russian autocracy
under stress of disaster seemed a natural enough
phenomenon ; but that country after country
should willingly return to the age of the tyrants
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